[image: image3.jpg]




2009 REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS

Enter your team in this year’s 3rd Annual Dragon Boat Race at the City of Harrisburg’s Kipona Festival. This year’s race weekend takes place on Saturday, September 5th, 2009, from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm, on the Susquehanna River between City Island and the City of Harrisburg.
·
You will be racing in US Dragon Boating fiberglass, Hong Kong style dragon boats. The boat, drum, paddles and life preservers will be provided.  Any team is allowed to wear their own personal flotation devices so long as they all match. 
·
The length of the course will be 500 meters, on a course between the Market Street Bridge with the starting line at the Mayor’s Barge to the finish line at the Old Water Works Building.
·
Each team should consist of 16 to 20 paddlers, 1 drummer, and 1 steersperson.  Up to 4 additional alternates are allowed.

·
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED, for paddlers but drummer and steersperson must have training.

·
Team members must be at least 14 years of age and able to swim 100 meters in light clothes. The waiver forms require a LEGIBLE photocopy of a picture ID (Driver’s License, Passport or College ID).

Youth teams from 12 years old to high school graduation.

·
Teams must provide their own matching uniforms.

·
Teams should provide their bio for acknowledgement in the program book CCAI will produce for the race.

This year there will be one division/class: open mixed teams.
·
No more than 12 adult males per team.
·
Registration fee is as follows: A non-refundable $800 for each non-profit, school team team.  Corporate teams are $1,200.
Before the day of the races, teams must complete and mail or email (where appropriate) ALL the following paperwork: the registration form, team roster, and the individual waivers including photos.  Please make sure that all of your team members have filled out the waiver form, including a LEGIBLE photocopy of an official photo ID prior to CHECK IN ON SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2009.  PLEASE NOTE THAT A WAIVER MAY BE PRESENTED AT CHECK-IN
·
Your registration fee of $800/1,200 must be paid before you are allowed to participate.  Please make checks payable to “Chinese Cultural & Arts Institute.”  Please send your registration check along with the completed registration form to:

	Bill Hubler
Chinese Cultural & Arts Institute
200 S. 41st Street
Harrisburg, PA 17111
hubimex@itech.net

	Phones

Cell: 717-497-4400




There is extremely limited area for tent set up along the river on the bank/sidewalk area.  Tents will be limited to 10’ x 10’, with notice with registration.  Parking will be on City Island via access from Harrisburg on Market Street.  The Dragon Boat Race will be between City Island and the City of Harrisburg from Market Street Bridge (Cranberry Street) to the finish line at the Old Water Works at North Street.  Tents can be setup in River Front Park at the Old Water Works.  The Kipona Festival will attract about 500,000 people over the three day weekend, no alcohol in the tents.  There is a large food vendor area above the race course. 
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When a dragon boat is ready for your team, a member of the staff will notify your captain and lead you down to the loading area.  Note there are no boathouse facilities and locker rooms, so please come prepared to paddle.

Here is the map for the race site and the festival for Saturday: 
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The Walnut Street Bridge (foot) is at the center of the map.  Enter City Island via the Market Street Bridge, there are two parking lots.  Cross the Walnut Street Bridge, Registration will be at the Mayor’s Barge.
If you have any other questions, please email Bill Hubler hubimex@itech.net regarding the festival program.


2009 RULES AND REGULATIONS

SATURDAY’S RACE:

This will be a festival race this year:
· All teams should be registered before assembly time for their first race. 

· Captains should gather their crews and report to registration table to be checked in; wristbands will be given. REMEMBER, NO ID, NO RACING!!! 

· Each crew should be assembled and ready 30 minutes before their scheduled race time. 

· Both the starting line and finish line will be marked with buoys. 

· Check with the dock master prior to launching for proper lane assignments. 

· Once your crew has launched, you should proceed downstream to the starting line; at the starting line listen for instructions from the referee at the start line. PLEASE STAY IN YOUR LANE.

· Once the crews in the race ahead of your race have launched, your crew will be directed onto the loading area. Once the previous race's crews have returned to the docks and exited via the ramp, crews can then get lifejackets and paddles and proceed to their assigned boats. NOTE: Boats, paddlers, and lifejackets will be designated 1, 2,3,4, etc.
· Races begin above the Market Street Bridge at Cranberry Street; lanes are designated from right to left (river to island) 1, 2, 3, 4. Buoys will mark the halfway point and the finish line. 
· Races end 500 m upstream, at the Old Water Works. There will be bouys that signify the finish line flag. 

· The starting signal with be: "Are you ready...Ready...*AIR HORN*". A false start will be assessed to a crew leaving the starting line before the starting command. 2 false starts result in a disqualification. 

· Interference within the first 50 m will result in a false start to the responsible crew and a restart of the race. 

· An air horn will be sounded as each boat crosses the finish line. Please maintain your course through the finish line and paddle until you are well clear. After your heat, please return promptly to the loading area from which you launched. 

· Any protest both verbal and written must be lodged immediately after the race to a race official director. See overall rules to be followed for lodging a protest. 

Chinese Cultural & Arts Institute, 200 S. 41st Street, Harrisburg, PA  17111

www.chineseculturalartsinstitute.org     hubimex@itech.net
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